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Elements of
Environmental
Corridors:

Wetlands with
50-Foot Buffer
(two acres or
greater in size)

Floodplains

Areas of Steep
Slope (12 percent
or greater)

Waterways
Surface Water #%/  (Lakes, Rivers,
with 75-Foot Flowages)
Setback
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What are
Environmental
Corridors?

Environmental corridors (also
know as “green infrastructure”)
refer to an interconnected green

space network of natural areas : .
and features, public lands, and Be n eflts Of P rOte Ctl n g
other open spaces that provide

natural resource value. Environmental Corridors

Environmental corridor

planning is a process that ECOLOGICAL .

promotes a systematic and » Protects and enhar)ces_ the quality

strategic approach to land of waterways and riparian areas

conservation and encourages » Recharges groundwater aquifers

land-use planning and practices o Filters pollutants from air, water, and soil

that are good for both nature « Provides connections to maintain biodiversity

and people. It provides a « Maintains cool water streams through shading
framework to guide future « Reduces greenhouse emissions and concentrations

growth, land development, and
land conservation decisions that
accommodate population
growth and protect community

through carbon storage and sequestration, thereby
limiting the effects of climate change
» Buffers developed areas from floodwaters,

and natural resources assets. saving lives and property

For more information about ECONOMIC

environmental corridors, o Provides improved quality of life, which
download Bay-Lake Regional encourages corporate relocation to an area
Environmental Corridors (BLRPC, « Increases tourism and new business generation,

2005) from the Bay-Lake
Regional Planning Commission
website at www.baylakerpc.org/
env_corridors.html.

such as bed and breakfasts, rental facilities,
restaurants, and art galleries

* Increases property values and overall community
revenue because properties near and adjacent to
environmental corridors often increase in value

* Attracts environmentally sensitive development,and
businesses, which has great appeal for many homeowners

REGIONAL SOCIAL

NIVIEANKIVAVIY® Expands recreational opportunities

Improves human health and helps ease mental fatigue
Enhances local residents’ sense of connection

with nature and to each other

Provides access to large green spaces

for urban residents and visitors

WISCONSIN COASTAL
EMANPGENTENTPK)GRAM

uilding Regional Communities








